
Sturt Lawn Tennis Club - Newsletter - March 2013 

Hi Everyone  

Welcome to the first newsletter of 2013. I hope that you’re all enjoying your 
tennis and looking forward to some cooler playing conditions during Autumn. 
There are several important matters which require your attention, particularly 
the first two items as follows: 

Unley Oval Precinct - Community Asset Review  

Unley Council has engaged consultants to devise a long-term plan for the Unley Oval Precinct 
which comprises the football, cricket, bowling and tennis clubs. The Sturt Lawn Tennis Club Inc. 
committee met with the consultants late last year and informed them that the Club was happy 
with the current situation but that we would like the following improvements: 

 an up-graded irrigation system which uses re-cycled water; and 

 flood-lighting on at least two of our courts, so that they could be used for longer periods       
during the season. 

There have been rumours that some of our grass courts could be replaced with a synthetic 
surface so that the courts could be used throughout the year. The Club is totally opposed to this 
idea and would be very unhappy if this were to happen.  

In order to support the Club, it would be very helpful if members could complete the Unley Oval 
Precinct Master Plan Community Survey  on-line at yoursay.unley.sa.gov.au  . 

After registering to use the site, the survey takes only a few minutes to complete and the more 
members who complete the survey (especially those who live in the Unley Council area), the 
better the Club’s chances of at least maintaining the status quo. The on-line survey needs to 
be completed by Friday, 22nd March 2013. 

The Council will consider the consultants’ proposals, the Club’s feedback and the community’s 
viewpoints at their meeting in April. 

Club Championships 

It has been many years since the Club last organised an event to determine men’s and ladies’ 
champions in both singles and doubles. The committee would like to revive the championships 
on a Sunday in mid-to-late April. The format and scope of the event would depend upon 
member interest so now’s the time to act! If you are interested in participating in the 
championships, please email trevorwaters@bigpond.com.au and list the events that you may 
wish to enter, e.g. men’s singles and/or doubles, ladies’ singles and/or doubles, mixed doubles, 
handicap doubles, etc. Both social and competition members, especially the  ladies who play on 
Thursday mornings, are invited (and encouraged!) to enter.  

Hopefully, there will be sufficient interest to make this a fun, family day. 

“Try Lawn Tennis for Women” Coaching Programme 

Ten women attended Bill Purling’s coaching sessions, which were partially funded by an Unley 
Council grant, in January/February. The feedback provided by the women was very positive and 
the Club hopes to conduct further sessions at a later date. Several new members have joined 
the Club as a result of this initiative.  

Many thanks to Bill for conducting the sessions and to Margaret Henderson who assisted with 
the lessons and made the women feel welcome at the Club. 

We appreciate our Sponsors 

Please support them 
when you can.  
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Kanga Cricket Barbeque 

Rob Slade has organised a Saturday morning barbeque for Kanga cricket players & their 
parents for the last seven years and has raised thousands of dollars for the Club. Rob has now 
decided to pull stumps on this activity, so the Club needs someone to take over this valuable 
fund-raiser from the beginning of Term 4. If you are able to help, please let one of the committee 
know (See the Club‘s web-site at www.sturtlawntennis.com.au for the list of current committee 
members and their contact details). 

Many thanks to Rob and his band of helpers which include Richard Portus, Heather Williams, 
Virginia Battye and Meredith Nunan, for doing a magnificent job over such a long period of time. 

Club Providing BBQ at Council’s “Beats & Breakfast” at Unley Shopping Centre 

On Saturdays 9th & 16th March we will be selling food and soft drinks at this free community 
event in Soldiers Memorial Gardens (southern side of shopping centre on Unley Road).  Join the 

fun and bring your kids 10:30-12:30.  Live band, giant games, theatre, stories, etc.  Contact Michael 
Gerrard (0434 070 763) if you want to help promote the Club on either day. 

Competition Results 

The Club’s six men’s teams in the Saturday Morning Men’s Lawn Tennis Association 
competition are having mixed seasons. Our two Division 3 teams are currently 7th and 9th, our 
three Division 5 teams are 2nd, 9th and 10th, and our Division 7 team is 6th.  It is likely that only 
one team will participate in the finals, which commence on 6th April. 

The Club has four teams in the Thursday morning ladies’ competition. Our two Division 2 teams 
are currently 5th and 6th, our Division 3 team is 6th and our Division 5 team is 4th. Finals 
commence on 4th April and conclude at Kensington Gardens on 11th April. 

The Club’s Saturday afternoon ladies Metro team finished third and will play an elimination final 
against Memorial Drive on Saturday at Sturt. Good luck, ladies! 

Saturday Morning Men’s Lawn Tennis Association doubles competition 

The SMMLTA is calling for nominations for a men’s doubles competition for next season. If you 
are interested in playing in a doubles only competition on Saturday mornings next season, 
please send an email to trevorwaters@bigpond.com.au to express your interest. 

Groundsman 

The Club is happy to report that our groundsman, Glen Miller, has now committed to look after 
our courts until at least September or October.  

Club Shirts 

There are a few shirts in various sizes still available for anyone who wants a second or third 
shirt or who wants one to give as an Easter present! 

Social Tennis 

The Club’s social players have enjoyed their sessions on Wednesday afternoons, Thursday 
evenings and Saturday afternoons. Hopefully, those members who are currently involved in 
competitions will come out for a hit once their competitions conclude. Our courts are likely to be 
open until late May, depending upon the weather, and Autumn is a great time to play a few sets, 
take the family to the playground and use the community barbeque. 

Hope to see you at the Club soon! 
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